Museum News: A Fortnight of Accessions and Discoveries

Guest Post by Dylan Bailey

For the past two weeks I have been volunteering at North Hertfordshire Museum, helping to
find and catalogue various items which lie within the museum stores.

I began by adding to the work of a previous volunteer, who had sketched and made note of
several dozen flints and artefacts. Here, I could see history come to life in front of me. From
the head of a Roman statue to a Mesopotamian seal, in my own hands I held intimate pieces
of the past, impossibly well preserved and unbelievably beautiful. I was instructed to go
through the museum accession register, and find any more details that could be added to
the notes of my predecessor.

Once I had finished that, I moved onto the flints. Here, I got an insight into the exact
mechanicals of how a museum worked, examining the stones and trying to determine their
geographical origin.

I was also involved in searching the old Letchworth museum for artefacts, including a World
War One medal, as well as cleaning a variety of sculptures found there, and filling out the
museum accession record. I was also given a go at posting on the museum’s twitter page!
My time working at North Hertfordshire Museum has been thoroughly enjoyable, I

have learnt a considerable number of skills and techniques that I will be able to apply to
other jobs in the future.
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