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These two pictures show Black people living in 

Hitchin and attending anti slavery meetings.

The Market Place in 1841 by Samuel Lucas shows 

many people he knew well, including this mystery 

gentleman delivering a letter. We don’t know his 

name but we do know he was in Hitchin during the 

campaigns against slavery.

The young man is from  

1852 and looks younger 

than the man in the 

market. He is listening to 

a reading of Uncle Tom’s 

Cabin. This book helped 

turn people against 

slavery in America. In 

Hitchin people boycotted 

sugar and cotton to cut 

off funds from slave 

owners.
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house 

Return to Main 

Page 

Henry Highland Garnett was a very famous ex slave. He came to 

Hitchin to talk about slavery in America and stayed with Mary Exton at Grove 

House. His lectures were about not buying the goods produced by slaves, 

including cotton, sugar and tobacco.

Mr Garnett worked for the anti-slavery movement and helped set up a new 

country in Africa for freed American slaves. This country, Liberia, has the 

stripes of the American flag and one star.

The Real Uncle Tom

25 years after Uncle Tom’s Cabin was read to the people of 

Hitchin, the man whose life story inspired the book came to 

the town.

Josiah Henson visited Hitchin on a lecture tour of the UK. He 

was a very old man of 83 then, but he lived until he was 93.

He was a hero to many people in the UK who had read 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin and knew he was the real life Uncle Tom.

Perhaps the children and grandchildren of the men in the 

Hitchin pictures went to see this famous black gentleman?
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We don’t know the names of the first Black people who lived in this area. In fact 

scientists now believe that the first people to live in Britain and Europe were dark 

skinned.

After these people, many others crossed into Britain. In Roman times, this included 

two people born in Africa. We know that they were wealthy enough to be buried in 

Baldock after long lives. They were possibly merchants.

These two African people are the first Black residents of North Herts we have 

evidence for.In Highbury Hill, we have a lady born 

in the East Indies (possibly Sri Lanka 

or Myanmar).

Ordinary people living in Hitchin came 

from many places.

The Jubilee Singers were 

a group of freed slaves 

from America who went on 

tour around Europe, 

singing for many people, 

including royalty. 
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James George Robertson (about 1854 – 1900) was a Scottish rugby 

union player. He was the first Black rugby union player in the 

world. 

In 1880, he married Emily Maud. Robertson purchased a medical 

practice in Ashwell, Hertfordshire in 1894. He became President of 

Ashwell Tennis Club and a member of the committee of the local 

cricket club.

He died suddenly at home in February 1900, aged 46, and is buried 

in the local churchyard.



Roger Britten was a printer. He was born in Guyana in 1840 and 

came to England as a young child with his adopted family. He 

became the first named Black resident of Royston and was 

printer of the Royston Crow. He demonstrated printing at the 

Royston Exhibition in 1856.

Roger fell in love and married Fanny Clarke, who was white and a 24 

year old dressmaker. He had met her in Royston. Her father was the 

coachman to the Phillips family who owned the town’s brewery. 

Roger and Fanny were married at St Saviour’s Church in Pimlico 

(London) in October 1865.

They had three children, and he died from pneumonia aged 43.

We have not been able to find a photograph of Roger.
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We think that this lady may be Sarah Goodchild,

who was landlady of the Saracen’s Head in 

Baldock. She lived there with her husband. This 

Black lady is standing outside the pub (you can 

see part of the sign).

Sarah was born in Baldock. Without this 

photograph, you would not suspect that this 

respected member of the local community may 

have been Black.


