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The UK holds in its galleries and civic buildings over 200,000 oil paintings spanning 600
years of art history – arguably the greatest national collection of its kind in the world. But a
staggering 80% of these works are in storage or held behind closed doors, hidden from the
very people who own them – the UK public.
But now, through a joint effort by the BBC, The Public Catalogue Foundation (PCF) and a
range of partners, the entire collection is available online for everyone to enjoy!
Today marks the launch of a month of activities across the UK to celebrate this fact, You can
read all about it here.
Although Hitchin and Letchworth Museums are currently closed as we work on the new
museum, we will be posting some activities here that you can still take part in using the oil
paintings in our collections!

Paintings set for local landmarks
www.bbc.co.uk

Buildings around the UK are to have art projected upon them later to celebrate the
completion of a website showing the national collection of oil paintings.
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